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Sikang: is compozad of, three reubdivisions: | iag, e, sao’Ktani..)
The lsst named . is-the largest in araro50 ;ruccm of the whole~—-and
the original core o7 Sikangs - in. former Linmes 1L vas inoyn as Khaw,
in the early yen~s.of iha Hepublic as. ths Szechwnn Border Region. T
present, article is mainly copcern rd with K an", »s . the cressread bee S
twaen Szechwan, Isinghal, end Tik. ¢, and ac ibe higiway Crom Chine. proper'
to Burma and India; its inportance 1.h~aref‘ore can ba ogen ot onses  RBe-
cause of its geographicnl compliexities, -corder aunthorities have ac’apt:d
mild measures such as intermsr-isge, intraducticn off Buddiilst. ldees
the headman eysica, stce, to z.,:.;il.;zu the ‘bo"wu eég and muh!m, th(.l.?
relaticns witn Chinge. propsze

L 'revolutlo*w_, change in commiuiientiony came vhm il Lhe. feat
doys of the Mpncrug, Chso Erh~feng institutcd the Yula® system [imoroes-
ment for trancport/. Folitical, cemmercinl, and cultural exprnsicw wea
greatly alded thercb,, but the'system brought many pbu% ‘ond n etiange
1s overduas :

Xc  NATURAT ERVIRCHRERT

¥iiiile not us hign zs the T4botan Finbew i, cesvern Sikeng is nevers
thelass a hlg’ﬂ.and a-f!’ﬂ(’l‘xg 3, 0\:. -5, 00U maters bove sca level, with
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many lofty peake. including X'e~fei-arh-t'u, =zerond highest in the world.
Betwaen the rouhtain ranges ars desp revines with famous rivers [lowing
from north to south., The headwatara of these rivers are in this region.

Travel is difficult and little chsnged from ancient patisvns. The
land is betler suited for gracing than farming; honce, there is litile
travel batween this raglon and Chine preper. Thwe old Silk Road was aban-
doned for the northern and gsouthern routes through Sinkieng becsuse of
travel difficilties. h

Ii. ET’I‘ DS OF TR, quﬂ"I‘

.

Boacause of eastern Sileng's altitude and the rarity of the aimos-
phere, walking cnuses short breathing ané humsn burden-bearing is rarely
seen, except for the caryying of lmapsacks. For travel in the mountains
man rely rostly on yaks, horses, and donkeys. Lecauac cf peog*aphical
-~ 3L &2 e v lom o~ R e . o s d b e e b
CONUL W03, F8RE &IT MO NS roéus i the Ui, horses in the northe

Yaks are used most {or trunsport, horses jor ridingo

The use of yaks {or transport is a special feature of this region,
like the use of reindesr in the aorth, and thet of camsls in the desert,
local people call the yaks Ymoo,* enimals that con adopl themeelves to
low temperatures and rareficd air. Ihey .avo rough benais; able to travel
on snow and &ce, to climb wountadns and <ross streams, In this region
a yak can carry 70-80 kg, the same ac g horse or mule, and somet.nat more
then a donkey. It can travel 25-30 ku in o day. According to the Britis
Boxer indemnity Sciontific Expsdition, in the seven hsisn of eastern
Sikang-=Tao~fu, Lu<hs, Kan~ton; Lichua; Chan-hna, Vaeehiang, srd Chive
lung~~there sare 3, %0 yak herds (camps of herds and herdsrs), ¢ith 25, 786
head, an average of 52 head 10 & bevd 5197.: .

Streams in esstern Sikang are mwift and full of rapids, EBoate
cannet navigate the rivers, tul there are primitive means of ferrying
such as hide-borts, bemboo rafts, snd woudsn craft. Hide~boats are round
or ellipticel, and can carry SCO-700 kz. They are umually gsen on the .
Hsien~ch?u Chiang and Ya-iung Chianyg. Bswmboo rafts GRrry as auch as -
10,000 catties, and are generally sesn ¢n the Chling-i Chiang. Such
eraft bscome very dangerous when it is windy wnd the vater is rough. -
Herice, where highways must crces stresns, hwridges such xs arch bridges,
rops bridges, iron-cable bridees, etc., are bullt. Arch bridges are :
mostly found wnere both hLsnks arc low.ad level, and in building, an arch.
is left in the midcla for boats to psse thoough. Rope hridges and iren-
cebls bridges are found nostly whoere the current i3 swill snd a bridge
cermot be laid., The Ning and Ya subdivisions or the province abound in
arch bridges, while the latter types arc found mostly in K'ang. - “he Lu-
ting iron-cable bridge spanning the Ta-tu Yo, ikc Ya=chiang flat bridgs
spanning the Ya~lung Ho (this wes destroysd in the disturbances of Chien
Puesan in the third year of Lhe Repubnc), and the big bridge at an-tzu;
are the throe farous &ror=zadble bridees of ¥lamg. . As eritisel ;..ojnts in
the cormnications of sastern, suvuthern znd northern Sikang, they are the
strategic arteries of interprovinaial travel betwsen Siltang, Szectwen,
Ylnnan, Tairghai, and Tibet; hence, their control is bound to b2 ths nbject
of military struggle. '
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| IIl. INPORTANT SOUTES

While Sikang has many stresms there are muny raplds in thess
otreams and the currenis are swift. Thoy are.of iittle use for navi-
gation purposes. Hence, roods are the main routes of travel. K'ang-
ting ¢ situsted at the edge of the Tibet-Sikang plateau, the dividing
point betwoen two natural regions, Herbert Stoven says that Klang-ting'e
poeition is of impertance as the political center, cconomic pivot, and
raclal erossrond. KYang-ting controls the land rouiles into the entire
Province. For example, from X'sng-ting into K’ang (outside of berrier),
thers are two chief routes: ons is the southern K'ang highway, from
K'ang-ting via li~hus, Pa-an, Chia-ya, Cifang-tu into Tibet; the other
1s the northern K'ang higiwmay from K¥sng-ting, T'ai-ning, Taoc-fu, Ken-tzu,
Teo-ks, Ch'ang=tu into Tibet. Fach his its important features, which are
discussed balow,

A. Seuthern Klang Hrhvay

From K'ang-ting to ChUang-tu is sbout 1,250 km. This road was
originated in the Manchu dey® whon Chao Erh-feng was in contrel of Sileng.
It goew through msny villages and famous tomne such es Ya~chiang, Li-hua,
Pa-tang, Che-to-i'ang, Hsi-o-lo, etc, Li-hua has the 1i-t’ong Lemasery,
built by the Mro-man Ta-lai and Is the religious center of the Sikangese,
Pa-an (Batung) is situated in tho center of Lhe province. It holds the
key to communications betwesn Tsinghai, Tibet, Yilnnan, end Burma, and alsc
is an important tomn betwsen Chleng~tu end Lhasza. Therefors,-Chao, in .= ..
opening this road, made it the highway betwuen Chieng-tu and Tivet., At
that time the road wes only a little more than 10 feet wide, suited for
tragfic by oxcarts and wheslbarrows; it was called a "wahicie vaad i
Stations were estatlished along the line, and the uls system was inaugurated,
80 it bocains the official route. A

This route crostes the Ya-lung, Li-t’sng, iu~-liang, Shu-ghti, Chin~ -
oha, and other river valleys, at about 30 degrees latitude, and at right
angles Lo these parallel rivers; hence, there is used of xany bridges. The
advantage is tiot along the banks of these rivers .there are Laportant
towis, such as Ya-chiang on the east bank of the Ta-iung Chiang, lLi-hum
betraen the Ii-t’ang Chiang and tho Wu-lieng Chisng, Pu-an on the east bank
of the Chin-she Chiang, all very velusble zs commmnicotions 1lipks. Howsver,
therc is no opportunity for water transport. .

B. Horthern Klagng Highway

From § ang-ting to Ch’eng~tu (Chamdo) is 1,050 km, ¥When the south
F'ang highwsy wes the officlal route, this was merely o commercicl voule
for traific in gocds. Meschants were sostly from Chensi, 3zechwen, Kansu,
Teinghal, and Tibet. - They traded necenaity goods, ferelgn srticles, tes,
totwcco, ete., for mudicinal herhs and gold. Tibetans cz2me here to buy
tea bricks and ‘obacco, otc. Recenily the north K'ang highway hae bscome
more prosperous and jg supplanting the scuth K'ang highway ar the official -
and commercisl route. The K'ang~ting--Yl-shu (Jye Kundo) higheay follows
th is route. It is the eole pasnoge betwesn Sgechwan, Sikeng, Tsinghai,
and Tibot. There are three neascos for this shift frem the southern to the
northern route. ) ’

1. Thé area west of the Chin~she Chisng is within the spaure of
Titotsn authority. Ch'ang-tu is their politicel center, while Chinese rule
8083 only as far as Pa~t’ang, 5o that the fouth Kieng nighway elso stops at,
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2. As bo topoprephy, except rov the streceh between Xtans~ting and
Ttad-ning which has nmany meunteins excesding 4,300 meters in height, the
r-"sl. of the 'ugn.zys £ollsve river valleys,. The sacidon along the Hadenw
eh' i Ch.Lang, is o sctreight rond in a broed valley tiere travel is auite
cegy.  Tho osouth 'ang hishuay, wocting sany st>coams and precipices ab
yight anglea, is more haznrdous and timceconsuming.

3, The hi:hway fron Hab-oing So Lhasa nged io o vie fu-lan, the
Hu-lusTiu-su Chmng, vhen acrogs Lk Tong-la ["‘h.n, —ku-—.pj Range to Lhasa.
Singe the Republic, thlc. : z beon z*:”ec‘;'d ahd onwest persens go via
Jih-yueh Shan, Ta=ho-pa, Ytl—ﬁhd. He~liwwi-su Chians arnd thence inte Lhasa.
This route reets the north ¥ ‘(mg idglway a4t :f—*‘m, 90 the north Klang
Wighvway is ca dnpartant lnk in the route o ikde-nlng or to Lhasa.

The nerth Klang i ur..a,, is about 200 kn siorter than the south
Frang hicghway, and the latter is less Clourishine comsereially than the
foruer.

v, CCnCLUSIC:!

In forner times to Lraverse tlie more’ than 1,600 piles’ from K'ang-
ting to Lhasa took 3 smonths, The rodad was d"n;_;hrcu., and the: Jowrncy diiffi~ ¥
cult, and hence feared by travelers. Those ;oim: fros China proper Lo ..+
Tbet usually rreferred to go by viay of Indlz.  But thdis affceted nationzl @70
nrostige and secirity. The topography-olang boin the northern and . southcrn
highways congiabs meinly of long level valleys, offcring Mttle difficulty.
foar road ouilding; engineering becenmes difficult only at the Che-to Shan
ond the Hai~bzu Shan. “hile tumnels should rot be aut, yot it ia the idea:
of Li Ch'eng-san, vho has just »sturned from-a survey, that hilleclinbing:
vehicles can be built 4o monmzet with the valley traffic, - Thereforc; "
railvays chould be built alons the mutes of the higlivays ae maln lines,
with bransh roeds as feeder-highways, ond pdin.airficlds lecated at ouite
abls points to supylemest Land braffie,  ix o 0 0 e D P BT
As for underground roséurees, Htang is. 6 sichest racrt ol the prov~’
ince, and vhen t"anapm'tation i3 sup;‘kd, 3t has.a wry bripht futurc.
The entire ;rovince hos mere than 603,370 catile, B0 rercent of which ara
in ¥'ang; more than 800,05 sheen, 52 percent in Kfang: more than 100, 05
horses, 46 rercent in KEETTN r'*lesc figures sacyr itg 4 partance in s‘ooz.lc
reising. Sixarg is fomouc Torits foreth, situated mostly alorg the Ta~
tu, Ya~lung and Chineshe valleys betuwcen 2,500 and 4,000 meters aiulouds,
In sedizentary rocks of the Cuatermary rericd are located large storos of
piacar fold not-yet oxrloited c¢n any large seale. - Kiana-tins is the trad-
1ag center, exportleg mediclonl herls, aides, n“s, gaddy and mounbziu prod-
. uoks, and meorr,ing chtefly tea, salb, tobreco, 2il, sugsr, gcapar, tinoed
wooda, cloth, etC.” URIortdmately, with trgnaport 2OAEVGLTEEL S she Tolumo™
of trade t3 stlii vcr:y ImMLL.

Aws. stated cbove, N'ang'o resources are ast. roly lemt out for tae
moat, parl. undzvoioped. Horeover. uho AnestAl capion. waet % $he TGhineshn
Chicug, constituting avous ki al the provisse, nac oot yat, cove unler
the provinciol administration. The ciploifntizt of all bae rosources, and
the ext(nalor of autloriiy uver the special zregicn bqyam the Chip-sha,
all aualt rhu imnrmremenc. o. r,a«munmarhnu.
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